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Uniting Aboriginal & Islander Christian Congress Report 

1. Introduction 

This has been another year of change with Congress in SA. Highlights have been the development of the 

MOU with the Presbyteries, the Standing Committee approving Congress having the Powers of a Presbytery, 

the employment of the Theologian in Residence at Yarthu Apinthi, and the approval of the church building 

plans for Oodnadatta. 

2. Staffing & State Office 

Rev. Ken Sumner became Supply minister for SA Congress in the State Office position of Congress State 

Development Officer in July 2021, after Mark Kickett commenced working fulltime for the Congress National 

Office. We are grateful that Uncle Ken has been able to step back into this role at short notice, and for all the 

skills and experience he brings into this strategic position. 

Pastor Mark Kickett became Rev. Mark Kickett at a special ceremony at the Resourcing Expo on September 

10th 2021. Mark had previously been ordained in the Baptist church in the early 1990’s. Mark who had been 

0.4 (FTE) SA Congress State Development Officer since March 2020 and part time National Interim 

Congress Chair, became the fulltime National Congress Interim Chair in July 2021.  

Candice Hazeldine started with SA Congress as half time Finance and Admin Officer in January 2021, and 

has done such fine work, that she now also works half time in the Synod office as part of the finance team. 

Ian Dempster continues working part time (0.4 FTE) as SA Resource Worker, and part time (0.6 FTE) with 

the Congress National Office. 

Rev. (Deacon) Chelsea Size completed two years as Training & Development Officer with Congress finishing 

just after her ordination in December 2021, which was the month after her ordination at Para Hills. In that 

time Chelsea worked with some of our emerging Congress leaders to support them in their studies, either at 

the Uniting or Nungalinya College or elsewhere. She also helped Congress to obtain grants to employ Emma 

Bovoro in an innovative youth and children’s ministry role in Adelaide. We give thanks to God for Chelsea’s 

faithful and caring contribution to the development of our young and emerging Congress leaders. 

3. Congress Regional Council 

Due to Covid restrictions, the Congress only met once in 2021 as a full Regional Council. This was in May in 

Port Augusta. In 2022 Congress has met three times. Initially we met twice by Zoom, and then together in 

person back in Port Augusta. We had attendance from all of our Congress ministry centres at these 

meetings. 
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The Regional Council appointed a new State Chair, Sean Weetra and Deputy Chair, Jordan Sumner at our 

meetings in March. They replace Robert Crilly and Ken Sumner respectively. We thank them both for their 

three years of service in these roles. 

Two major financial decisions were made in March, being for the approval of plans and costs for the church 

building at Oodnadatta (total cost of $572,000) and a new bus for Raukkan (at a cost of $82,000).  

Congress finances were closely monitored throughout the year by our new Finance and Administration 

Officer, who was pleased to report that we were able to report an overall surplus of $50,000 in 2021. 

4. MOU and Powers of a Presbytery 

When the SA Synod was planning to go from one Presbytery to three Presbyteries, there was considerable 

discussion about SA Congress becoming a fourth Presbytery in SA. As we all know this did not occur. Two 

significant developments have arisen as a result of these discussions. These are Congress being given 

some of the Powers of a Presbytery by the Synod Standing Committee and the development of a 

Memorandum of Understanding between Congress and the three SA Presbyteries. It is planned for the MOU 

to be signed at the Synod meeting. 

The MOU and the Powers of a Presbytery gives clarity to the Presbyteries and the Congress about who has 

prime responsibility for the care of Congress ministries, ministers and properties. A copy of the MOU 

document and the Powers of a Presbytery are attached to the end of this report. (You may also see the 

Powers of a Presbytery at S1.3 S/C 2022, pages 17 - 18). 

5. Congress Ministry Centres 

The Congress Ministry Centres have all been busy over the last twelve months. Some of the details follow. 

5.1 Adelaide Congress at Salisbury 

Rev. (Deacon) Dean Whittaker was farewelled with a special breaking of ties ceremony at Adelaide 

Congress in March 2021 after 16.5 years of ministry at Salisbury. This long period of service with Congress, 

included a 9 month break in the middle when he spent time with the family in Arnhem Land. Dean has grown 

a strong congregation with most members being Anangu coming originally from the APY lands. 

Prior to Dean’s farewell a review of the congregation was held in December 2020, when Congress was able 

to work in partnership with Generate Presbytery. We are grateful to the members of the Presbytery who 

contributed to this review, and also give thanks to Congress member, Maria Anderson who represented 

Congress with enthusiasm through this process. 

Anangu pastor, Melissa Thompson has been working 0.6 (FTE) for most of the last two years. In April 2021 

Melissa was joined again in ministry with Pastor David Wright (0.4FTE) until 30th September 2021. In 

November Rev. (Deacon) Lyn Leane joined the team with a focus on mentoring Melissa and training for the 

church council and congregation. We are disappointed that Lyn is leaving this ministry in September this 
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year. Again as with David we are grateful for the support that Lyn has provided to Melissa and the 

congregation. 

In April 2022, Melissa began her first 4 week training block as a student at Nungalinya, the First Peoples 

Christian Ministry and Theological college in Darwin. 

5.2 Raukkan Faith Community 

Raukkan, the only church in Australia represented on our $50 note, continues to minister to their community 

in their own unique way. They usually gather informally without a regular Sunday timeslot. This works well for 

the youth & young adults in the community. The SA Regional Council leadership now comes from this 

community with Sean Weetra now our chairperson, Raukkan Community CEO Jordan Sumner our deputy 

chair and Ken Sumner our State Development Officer. 

Uniting Foundation continues to support Shawnee Weetra in her work as the youth and children’s worker for 

the faith community. Shawnee gave a great report to the March Regional Council meeting. Highlights 

included after school programs on Monday & Tuesday afternoons, a community family fun day and visits to 

other churches and youth group activities like Woodhouse & Go-Karting. The report is attached. 

The Regional Council also agreed to buy the Raukkan Faith Community a new bus from the Congress 

Capital Fund at our March meeting. While the bus will be owned by the faith community to transport youth 

and families to different events, the running costs for the bus will be looked after by the Raukkan community. 

This is a great example of wholistic ministry and of partnership with the local community working together 

with Congress. 

5.3 Port Augusta 

Port Augusta congregation has been faithfully ministered to by Pastor John Saulo with wonderful support 

from his wife Ruth. They came back to SA from Papua New Guinea because of Covid, and have been a 

blessing to Congress. John initially began in a part time role in December 2020, with support from Wanita 

Calyun who was the youth and children’s worker. Wanita’s mother, Maria Anderson was chair of the 

congregation, while her partner Robert Crilly was chair of the Regional Council. 

When Maria moved to Adelaide for work the family relinquished their roles in the church. We are grateful to 

Maria for her work as chair of the congregation for over 6 years, and to Robert and Wanita for their ministry 

and ongoing work with the Dusty Feet Mob. Denise Champion has taken up the role as chair of the 

congregation, while John has stepped up to fulltime ministry in the church and community this year. Ruth 

Saulo is also doing great work in the community as Christian Pastoral Support Worker at the Port Augusta 

Secondary School. This is a great blessing to the community for a First Nations grandmother to be in this 

position. 
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5.4 Oodnadatta 

Julia Lennon has continued her ministry as Congress Oodnadatta Bush Chaplain. She is the only First 

Nations bush chaplain supported by Frontier Services in this role. Last Christmas Julia and the community of 

Oodnadatta featured in the advertising material for Frontier Services. She also featured in a video along with 

the community for Reconciliation week. 

With Sonny Kadaparambil, the Parkin Sturt Bush Chaplain, a work party was organised to help the 

community at Oodnadatta in the first week of April this year. This included work on the church ground, and 

the filming of the above mentioned video. In the following week Julia organised a community BBQ in 

Oodnadatta on Good Friday, prior to heading to Finke and another community in the NT for Easter ministry. 

The week after Easter, Julia and Maxine Marks took 15 children and young people to Coober Pedy for a 

weekend of events for the Anzac long weekend. Such is the busyness of the life of a bush chaplain. 

A similar busy program occurred before Pentecost and the following June long weekend. Before Pentecost 

Julia participated with NRCC members in Pastor’s Training (run by Nungalinya College) in Alice Springs. On 

the Pentecost weekend Julia led evening “inma” (worship) at Ernabella (Pukatja) and participated in the 

commissioning of new pastors, including her sister Jill Doolan from Finke (Aputula). And then she was back 

to Finke for the Finke Desert Race on the June long weekend. 

Last year with the support of Frontier Services, Oodnadatta received a grant from Morialta Trust and the 

HenderCare Foundation for youth and children’s work. As well as taking children and young people away on 

trips to Darwin, Finke, Pukatja, Yeundumu, Mt. Liebig & Papunya, we were able to employ Maxine Marks 

part time as our first youth & children’s worker in Oodnadatta to provide activities for the young people. We 

have also been given a grant to continue this work in 2022. 

Work has continued on plans for the Oodnadatta Church building. In March the plans were presented to the 

Congress Regional Council (and subsequently also the Synod Property Committee, Synod Standing 

Committee and the Resources Board) and were approved with a total cost of $572,000. (Thanks goes to the 

churches, individuals and fellowships who contributed nearly $50,000 through the Oodnadatta Building 

Appeal. The balance of the funds comes from the Congress Capital Fund). Congress would love the church 

to be built by Christmas, but more realistically it should be completed in the first half of next year. Please see 

the attachment for some of the plans. 

6. Pilgrimage of Healing 

The Pilgrimage of Healing appeal in 2022 is being conducted over both Reconciliation Week & NAIDOC 

week this year. By supporting the appeal this year congregations, individuals and fellowships will be helping 

the Oodnadatta community fit out the interior of their new church building. Flyers are available from the 

Covenanting site on the Synod website and as an attachment to this report. 

During the last two years the appeal has supported training programs for our young people and emerging 

Congress leaders. This has assisted our Training and Formation officer in her work. With the Theologian in 
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Residence, - Denise Champion - Congress have been working with the Uniting College in adapting the “Who 

is Jesus?” course for First Nations people, so that we can offer this as an introductory program for our young 

people.  

Both locally and nationally Congress is intent on retelling the Congress story. The book on Charles Harris 

helps Congress and the wider church to understand the breadth and depth of the vision of the original 

founders and leaders of Congress. In SA we are planning a State Camp so that all of our Congress 

members can be reminded of this vision, and so be encouraged to minister to their First Nations people in 

culturally appropriate ways. The support of the wider church through appeals like the Pilgrimage of Healing 

helps make this happen. 

7. Thanks to Felicity Amery 

Congress is very sad about the impending departure of the General Secretary, Felicity Amery. Words cannot 

express, how we really feel about this. Suffice to say, that Felicity having lived in remote and beautiful First 

Nations communities had a real understanding of the needs of Congress and First Nations people. She 

listened to our concerns, and was prepared to spend time with us. She was a welcome participant at our 

Regional Council meetings. 

For Congress, the MOU with the Presbyteries, the giving of the Powers of a Presbytery and the placement of 

the Theologian in Residence at the college will be an endearing and ongoing legacy of her work in SA, for 

which we are naturally deeply grateful. 

 

Sean Weetra, SA Congress State Chair 

Ken Sumner, SA Congress Development Officer 

Ian Dempster, SA Congress Resource Officer 

June 2022 





















RAUKKAN FAITH COMMUNITY YOUTH REPORT for UF & Congress RC, March 2022 

Greetings sisters and brothers in Christ, 

I Shawnee Weetra commenced in the position of Children’s and Youth Ministry Worker in December 

2019. Which I’ve had the privilege working as for the past 2 years. Over the last 12 months we’ve 

had an inflexible year due to Covid. During this time, we have still managed to get together and do a 

number of fun children and youth activities. Attached are some photographs of the different events 

we held in and out of Community. 

1. After school programs we open our youth hub at 3pm – 5pm every week Monday’s and 

Tuesday’s. During these hours we mix it up with some outdoor play for team building and 

motivational activities (basketball, rounders, cricket etc) and indoor play board games, 

dancing and art. During these tasks we encourage our youth to show leadership, decision 

making, negotiation, creativity and teamwork. 

 

 

2. We had our community open for a colour fun run / family fun day we had the support of 

Moorundi Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Service who helped prepare the fun run 

with different colours, shirts and a medallions. Raukkan Community Council provided a 

variety of activities which included an animal farm, giant game boards, raffles, free BBQ, 

jumping castle and giant obstacle course. We had majority of the community involved which 

made the event significant with such a great turn out. One of the great things about this day 

was that the youth were active and engaging with others that participated. 



 

 

3. We were also able to take our youth group on a several outings and we were lucky enough 

to go to Murray Bridge Life House Church. We regularly attend the Maori Evangelical Church 

in Murray Bridge when we can as well as CityView Uniting Church in Adelaide. Our children 

and youth really enjoy the trips to LifeHouse and the MEF as they are able to see church 

from a different perspective which made it really entertaining for them. Our youth travelled 

to the Adelaide Hills Wood House and Gepps Cross Go Karting which was more about team 

building, problem solving and self-confidence.  

 

I would like to acknowledge the great support from our Chairperson Jordan Sumner and Faith 

Community leaders in Rev Uncle Ken Sumner and Sean Weetra, their experience, knowledge and 

faith has made my role extremely rewarding and enjoyable. 

Yours in Christ, 

Shawnee Weetra 

Children’s and Youth Ministry Worker, Raukkan Faith Community 







Reconciliation Week 

27 May - 3 June 2022
 

NAIDOC Week 

3 July - 10 July 2022
 

The 2022 Pilgrimage of

Healing supports the vision

of the Oodnadatta Faith

Community to establish a

multipurpose Church

building where followers of

Christ can worship and

serve the community -

even in extreme weather. 

2022Pilgrimage 
of Healing

Pray for the Oodnadatta

Faith Community as they

begin building their Church. 

Make a donation to support

the UAICC Oodnadatta

Building Fund:

How you can help
 

     EFT: BSB - 704095 

     Account no - 193668

     Account name - UAICC

     Oodnadatta Building Fund 

For further information contact:

covenanting@sa.uca.org.au
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